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BRO'S NEW HIGHWAY UNTRACEABLE BY ENEMY,
SAVES HOURS AND GIVES 365-DAY CONNECTIVITY
AMID TENSION WITH CHINA

Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Security challenges and their management in Border Areas

LEH : Amid ongoing tensions at the India-China border, the Border Roads Organisation (BRO)
has almost finished work on the third road, also known as the Nimmu-Padam-Darcha road.

This road will give strategic connectivity to security forces as it will be untraceable for the
neighbouring countries. The two other roads-- Srinagar-Kargil-Leh and Manali Sarchu-Leh
roads-- are exposed as they are close to the International Border which makes it easy for the
enemy to keep a watch on them.

Further, this road will also save a lot of time as the old ones took almost 12-14 hours to reach
Leh from Manali, but on the new road it will take only 6-7 hours.

One of the most important aspects of this road is that unlike others it can remain open almost
throughout the year, whereas, the two other roads used to stay open for only 6-7 months and
were usually closed for a six-month period from November.

BRO engineers said this road is functional now and is ready for heavy vehicles weighing multiple
tonnes.

"This road is ready except for a 30-kilometre stretch. Now the Army can use this road. The
importance of this road is that the Army can save almost 5-6 hours in transit from Manali to Leh.
Also, because this road is untraceable by other countries, Army movement can happen without
much security risk. This road is not close to any border," superintendent engineer, Commander
16 BRTF, MK Jain said.

"Moreover, as this road is at low altitudes, it can be opened for almost 10-11 months for vehicle
movement. This road is 258 kilometres long. We have given connectivity by diverting and
connecting it to a different road as 30-kilometre stretch is yet to be completed," he added.

The route mainly used for transportation of goods and personnel is the one from Zojila, which
passes through the Drass-Kargil axis to Leh.

The same route was targeted heavily by the Pakistanis during the Kargil war in 1999 and was
subjected to frequent bombarding and shelling by their troops from positions in high altitude
mountains alongside the road.

Click here to read the Mint ePaperLivemint.com is now on Telegram. Join Livemint channel in
your Telegram and stay updated

Log in to our website to save your bookmarks. It'll just take a moment.

Your session has expired, please login again.

You are now subscribed to our newsletters. In case you can’t find any email from our side,
please check the spam folder.

https://epaper.livemint.com/Home/ArticleView?utm_source=livemintstory&utm_medium=lmstorybottom&utm_campaign=lmstoryref
https://t.me/livemint
https://t.me/livemint


Page 3

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

END
Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com



Page 4

cr
ac

kIA
S.co

m

Source : www.thehindu.com Date : 2020-09-24

A LIGHT TOUCH: THE HINDU EDITORIAL ON
REGULATION OF DIGITAL MEDIA SPACE

Relevant for: Security Related Matters | Topic: Role of Media and Social Networking Sites in internal security
challenges

The Government has, in recent days, twice signalled that more rules to tackle the problems of
unlawful content and harm-causing disinformation in the digital media space are in the offing. On
Monday, in an affidavit filed in the case involving Sudarshan TV, responding to the Supreme
Court’s call for suggestions to improve the self-regulatory mechanism for electronic media, the
Centre said that the regulation of web-based digital media is the need of the hour, instead.
Without any checks, it told the Court, digital media can spread “venomous hatred”, terror and
violence. On the same day, the Minister of State for Electronics and IT Sanjay Dhotre said in a
written reply to the Lok Sabha that his ministry is working to amend the Information Technology
(Intermediaries Guidelines) Rules, 2011, to make intermediaries more responsive and
accountable. It is difficult to disagree with the view that the Internet is a space where finding
truthful facts can be often challenging, and that polarising opinions, hate speech, and
disinformation abound. Many lives have been lost to such disinformation-fuelled violence in India
in recent years. But it is also difficult to agree with the view that more rules are an answer to an
age-old problem, only, now amplified by technology-based platforms. That more regulation will
solve this is a fanciful idea.

For one, the laws to tackle incendiary content and hate speech that fuels violence are already in
place. What is seen lacking is a will to uniformly apply these rules, irrespective of political
affiliations. The flip side is that the net is a place where there is a free sharing of information and
ideas. So, the question worth asking is if it is possible to ever regulate the Internet without
throttling it, like China has done. The fear that bringing more rules is a euphemism for
censorship cannot be brushed away. These questions are all the more important because there
has been a wave of investments in the digital news media space in recent years. A large number
of these media sites and magazines pursue legitimate journalism initiatives, which not only have
the proper mechanisms to deliver quality but also operate with a high degree of accountability.
Attempts at making new rules for intermediaries such as Google and Facebook need to be well
thought-out and measured. Earlier attempts at imposing a high degree of liability on them for
content posted on their platforms have not survived legal scrutiny, with Section 79(1) of the IT
Act, 2000, giving them some immunity in this regard. An intervention that is light and well
considered is what will work.
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a request for those who can afford to subscribe: please do. As we fight disinformation and
misinformation, and keep apace with the happenings, we need to commit greater resources to
news gathering operations. We promise to deliver quality journalism that stays away from vested
interest and political propaganda.

Dear subscriber,
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Your support for our journalism is invaluable. It’s a support for truth and fairness in journalism. It
has helped us keep apace with events and happenings.

The Hindu has always stood for journalism that is in the public interest. At this difficult time, it
becomes even more important that we have access to information that has a bearing on our
health and well-being, our lives, and livelihoods. As a subscriber, you are not only a beneficiary
of our work but also its enabler.
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